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Introduction 

Different linguistics made various 
attempt to define what language is, for 
example according to Emenanjo (2002), 
language means different things to 
different linguistics. 
 To Makinde (1998), language is 
the principal medium or vehicle or 
communicating ideas emotions, thinking 
that helps a child to understand whatever 
knowledge is being imparted to him. To 
Makinde it is a means of expressing a 
people’s culture trait. 
 Bamgbose’s (1994) view is that 
lay not only serve as a means of 
communication, self expression, but it also 
in cooperative efforts and joint action 
possible. It is no doubt makes social 
cooperation, social cohesion and  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
interaction among members of community 
for the purpose of solid development. 
 From the foregoing it may be said 
that language is man, because it cannot be 
separated form man itself since the totality 
of man is expressed by means of language. 
 
Conceptual Clarifications 
1. Reforms: 

The term reform is said to refer to 
all kinds of changes, it is an innovation to 
alter the status quo for the better. The 
Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of 
current English (1980) defines reform as to 
make or become better by removing or 
putting right what is bad or wrong. It also 
adds that reform is a change made in order 
to remove imperfection. 
 According to Rufai (2007) the 
term reforms issued to refer to all kings of 
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changes, it is an innovation to alter the 
status quo for the better. The unacceptable 
process of de-individualization wages. 
Reform were necessary to bring order and 
discipline into the political economy and to 
redirect energy towards production as 
against rapid corruption. 
 In education, it refers to the 
changes that are designed to improve the 
system. Even though innovation or change 
is mostly difficult to come by this is 
because people are initially resistant to 
change and normally appreciate what is on 
ground. But, reform, innovation and 
improvement are necessary to match with 
the contemporary society for life-long 
learning like quality education which 
provides the higher returns on investment. 
 
Language Education 

This could be said to be the 
knowledge of the language needed to 
acquire qualitative education for life-long 
learning that will lead to high participation 
rtes in the society. Language education is 
not only restricted to academic area but it 
is also needed for the people in the society 
to function socially, morally, 
economically, religiously local, 
international and the world at large. 
 In Nigeria, the language of 
education is the English language which is 
the language of the British brought to 
Nigeria since the coming of the Europeans 
before independence. This language does 
not only serve as language of education in 
Nigeria, it has many functions as follows: 
 It is language of administration, 
legislature, judiciary or law courts, as all 
the administration of government is done 

and documented in the English language to 
Bamigbose (1991), all the heritage left 
behind in Nigeria by British at the end of 
colonial rule for administrator probably 
none if more important than English 
language. 

As the language administration, 
education and international 
communication. Even the Nigerian 
constitution is written in English and 
indeed it is difficult for any presidential 
aspirant who cannot speak or write English 
to qualify for nomination. The function of 
English language in the country 
educational system cannot be 
overemphasized. The National Policy on 
Education (NPE, 1977, revised 1981, 
1998) made provision for language(s) in 
education, and the language provision of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria. Although 
the policy stipulates that mother-tongue be 
used as a medium of instruction in the 
primary for basic literary education, but 
confers a special status on English 
language by making it the language of 
instruction as a subject of study from the 
upper primary up to the university level. 
 
The Need for Reforms and Innovation in 
Language Education 

Reforms and innovation in 
language education are needed to help 
revitalize the system in terms of both the 
input and the output to ensure maximum 
delivery. It also serves as the mediator 
between the society and the educational 
sector. This is because it is through the 
reforms that the kind of language 
education which meets the needs of the 
targeted larger society would be achieved. 



 

608

 In the case of Nigeria, who 
inherited the old style of education that 
does not meet the needs of her present life 
so needs to make sure innovation to this 
effect. 
 What is operating at present is an 
out model system that has dominated the 
scene, a situation that creates a widening 
gap between the ideal we envisage and the 
reality we face. This is justified in the 
assertion made by White (2007) that many 
graduates today are docile, dependent and 
low on initiative given the fact that critical 
faculty is a product for education and 
training. These necessitate the need for the 
writer to briefly give some suggestions and 
guidelines for formal education. 
 
Some Suggested Guidelines for Reforms 
and Innovation 
 Universally, a reform can be either 

partial, sub-structural due to 
embrace the needs and aspiration 
of the people. This is also 
promoting equity and justice and 
disregard private sector and 
interest. The curriculum being the 
most major target of educational 
reforms and innovation should go 
hand in hand with the development 
of the society because they reflect 
each other. As the society changes 
the curriculum also has to change. 
That is why Nigeria focuses on 
science and technology today. 

 There should be training 
motivating teachers, promotion 
information communication 
technology (ICT) in schools. 

 

Reforms and Innovation in Language 
Education 

In various attempts at reforming 
and innovating the system of education in 
Nigeria and particularly in language 
education, the major reforms include the 
introduction of national policy on 
education, which speculates the language 
policy as the early English medium, post 
medium and the late English medium in 
view of the above. The National Policy on 
Education made provision as mentioned 
earlier on in this write up for language(s) 
in education that is in relation to Universal 
Basic Education (UBE) a child should be 
taught from primary 1 to 3 in the language 
of his immediate environment. It confers a 
special status on English language by 
making it the language of instruction and 
as a subject of study from the upper 
primary (4) school up to the university 
level. This is interrelated with the recent 
policy of being in the primary school for 9 
years instead of 6 years. This means that 
the system of 6-3-3-4 system is to be 
changed to 9-3-3-5 system which may 
allow the 100% transition from the primary 
to junior secondary school (FGN 1996) 
properly before proceed, to higher level of 
education. The on-going education reform 
in Nigeria is aimed at ensuring the 
harassment of the skills of our human 
resources. Infact writer agree with 
Ezekwesile 92007:1-12) when she contents 
that: 

A 21st century Nigeria must be one 
where innovation would become the 
major levels for growth … if Nigeria 
must therefore emerge as one of the 
twenty largest economies in the world 
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by the year 2020. Then we must, as a 
nation, begin to see education as a 
strategic asset why must we consider 
education a strategic asset? First of 
all, the four pillars of economic 
growth and development: the quality 
of a nation’s macroeconomic 
environment, the state of a nation’s 
public institution; the level of its 
technological readiness; and the 
quality of leadership are underpinned 
in education. 

 
Problems Affecting Reforms Innovation 
in Language Education 
 Based on various efforts the 

language situation in Nigeria’s 
educational system today calls for 
greater attention than is being paid 
to it. Especially at the lovely 
implementation of the various 
policy formations. One of the 
major areas of concerned 
emphasized during the federal 
ministry of education’s seminar on 
the implementation of the 
language provisions of the 
National Policy on Education in 
(1991) was lack of a time schedule 
for implementation and the 
absence of legal sanctions for 
failure to implement language 
policy of the NPE. (Akere, 1993). 

 Also the provision in national 
policy on education for the 
teaching of English as school 
subject  in the first three years of 
primary education and its use as 
language of instruction, the forth 
years fails to recognize the 
importance of the status of English 

as a second language in the same 
vain Atoye (1994) opines that 
In the development and 

implementation of the programmes, 
spoken English was apparently not seen, as 
being equal, ever greater, importance than 
reading and writing. 
 Also the products of the Nigerian 
educational system does not appear to 
getting better in their oral communication 
use of the language., his is because of the 
some problem of lack of communicative 
competence in English as a second 
language by learners and teachers as its 
used as the main language of instruction in 
Nigeria’s educational delivery justified by 
some scholars, for example Akere 
(1995:196) as he asserts that the primary 
school leavers (apart form the products of 
a few elite private schools) does not posses 
the required competence in the four 
language skills for both cognitive and 
communicative functions (Akere 
1993:196). 
 Another factors is inadequate 
preparatory by teachers. The consensus is 
that Nigerian English teachers’ unity 
through grounded in content and 
methodology. It is doubtful, for instance, 
whether the average Nigerian English 
teacher can intelligently point to any 
principle,. Linguistic or psychological, 
which guides his instructional practices. 
(Oyetunde & Muadugu 1999:8). 
 Many students come to the 
secondary school knowing little or no 
English thereby necessitating continued 
use of mother tongue as a medium for 
teaching other subjects, in some instances 
(Mohammed, 1995:141). 
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 As early as 1991; it was 
discovered that 46% of the final year NCE 
students just freshly baked for the primary 
school could not pass the English 
examination for the National Entrance 
Examination meant for primary six pupils 
(Omojuwa, 1991:42). 
 If the tertiary level of education, 
students have so much difficulty within 
their communication skills in English that 
they cannot function effectively in their 
academic use of English… The concern 
being expressed in informed educational 
circles is the extent to which the variety 
and quality of English being learnt and 
used in the school system can serve in 
achieving Nigerian’s educational goals and 
objectives. (Akere, 1995:196). right from 
primary to post primary to the post 
graduate level, the quality of input and 
output of both teachers and students 
despite the reformed abysionally is low in 
the words of Kure and Babayo (2007). 
 Based on the various efforts of 
reforming the language education, the 
problems and challenges facing them have 
over numbered their prospects since it 
leads to their ineffectiveness. 
 
The Way Forward Towards 
Actualization of the Reform and 
Innovation in the Present Language 
Policy 

Based on the numerous challenges 
discuss above one of the ways forward is 
that there should be critical review of the 
language curricula and syllabuses in order 
to incorporate new teaching methods 
contents necessary materials such as 
infrastructures machinery and textbooks 

for programme implementation. So that the 
desired communicative competence and 
performance of the English as a School 
Language (ESL) learners will be achieved. 
Seeing that communication is the main 
goal of English language learning it is 
learned as the national and international 
purposes, it should be also be the only 
medium of teaching English language. 
 To quote the Grieve report of 1964 
as a little reminder on the need for English 
student in Nigeria to be well groomed in 
the four language skills as: 

i. The ability to speak fluent and 
acceptable English  

ii. Ability to understand simple 
conversational English spoken at 
normal speed; 

iii. The ability to comprehend 
contemporary written English of a 
level of attainment and the ability 
to write clear acceptable English 
on such topics as are prescribed. 
This is because it is always in line 

with the basic objectives of English 
language teaching in Nigeria; because 
these objectives are determined based on 
the numerous roles and functions of the 
English language in and outside the 
classroom situation. For example 
(interpersonal relationship) in government, 
business, law court in fact in all spheres of 
life in Nigeria. Therefore the above 
considerations should be adequately 
incorporated into the language policy. 
 
Competently Trained and Motivated 
Teachers 

Teachers’ qualification training 
and retraining are the cornerstone of any 
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language education reforms. Therefore 
there is need continuous need for more 
trained teachers, the right quality English 
language methodologies, school strategies 
that would be employed in our schools. 
There is also need to retrain teachers to 
correct certain deficiencies in existing 
teaching styles which are carryover from 
the way in which they the present English 
language teachers had themselves beer 
taught in the words of Kure & Babajo 
(2007). 
 Therefore the teacher of English 
language should have knowledge of a 
variety of approaches to second language 
or foreign language teaching. He should be 
familiar with established methods and 
acquainted with new ones. (William 2004). 
That are demonstrated in seminars, 
workshops, meeting and conferences for 
upgrading professional teaching skills. 
 
Adequate Provision a Uniform of 
Instructional Materials (Textbooks) 

The necessary teaching materials 
should be provided most especially the 
textbooks; the authority concerned should 
try to make required provision of uniform 
textbooks to overcome the different shelf 
of textbooks, in our schools today. Also 
textbooks and written materials should be 
advised to keep abreast the current 
developments in language teaching 
practice to respond to the national 
educational objectives. Based on the 
changing role and functions of English in 
language usage at all levels of our 
educational system. 
 
Conclusion 

Though the present state of affairs 
in language education in Nigeria has not 
been deliberately created but there is need 
for government, all stakeholders’ 
commitment to ensure proper 
implementation of the reforms most 
especially as regards to specific time, law 
promulgated for violating the rules of the 
policy. A reform teacher will surely 
produce studies with qualitative 
educational background form the primary 
to all levels of education in Nigeria. 
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